
Metro Communications Committee 

February 13, 2017 

Minutes 

 

Chairman Mark Beeler called the meeting to order. 

 

Committee members in attendance were Chairman Beeler, Seth Thurman, Lance Howell, Dwight 

Jewell, Shane Burton and Gary Claridy. Others in attendance included Mayor Carroll Carman, 

Debbie Jenkins, Cassi Foret, Tammy Dixon & Jim Beecham. 

 

The first order of business discussed was the migration of county email to a Gmail platform. This 

will take place beginning February 20. This will allow more email storage and county 

officials/employees will be able to better use their trousdalecountytn.gov email accounts. 

 

The next order of business was a presentation by Mayor Carman in order to complete the 

wiring/interconnections between all county offices. This is being done in partnership with Tri-

County Electric Coop. Dixon and Beecham were there to answer questions for the committee. 

The proposal from the Mayor was to use Tri-County to wire and service this effort instead of 

Artis Network. The plan will be more cost effective and not require any new funding. A motion 

to use Tri-County for this effort was made by Burton with a second by Jewell. So moved. 

 

The last order of business discussed was the Governor’s Broadband Bill. Senate Bill 1215/House 

Bill 529 is part of the Governor’s Legislative Package for this year. The committee was advised 

to stay abreast of developments with the legislation. This bill would allow local electric coops 

the ability to provide broadband internet connectivity services. Senate Bill 301 was also 

mentioned. SB301 was introduced by Senator Farrell Haile in the case that SB1215/HB529 does 

not pass. Senator Mark Norris, author of SB1215, will be in Hartsville on March 9 as part of the 

Hartsville Rotary Club’s regular meeting. He will speaking to this issue. All are welcome and the 

committee is encouraged to attend. 

 

With no other business discussed, the meeting was adjourned. 


